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[Summarized below are highlights from a press conference with President Daniel Ortega following
the US presidential election on Nov. 8. The summary appears in a 11/21/88 report by Regional
Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES,
Managua.] Q.: What is your reaction to George Bush's victory? Ortega: We have expressed the
opinion that if Bush or Dukakis wins, in this case Bush, [the new president] is not going to commit
the same errors as Reagan, and he will have the opportunity to seek an understanding with
Nicaragua on security issues while simultaneously respecting the Nicaraguan people's selfdetermination. We are willing to work toward the normalization of relations with the United States
when Mr. Bush assumes the presidency. Q.: During his election campaign, George Bush said that he
would continue financing the contras. Is this bad for Nicaragua? Do you believe that he will fulfill
this pledge? Ortega: It would not be odd, but [Bush] would be committing a very serious mistake.
I believe that if he [continues financing the contras], he would not be contributing to his strength
as a leader. He would be seriously affecting the possibility of reaching a negotiated settlement...He
would be repeating Reagan's story with the difference that he is not Reagan. Q.: Do you believe
that Bush's statements on financing the contras were only campaign rhetoric? Ortega: It could have
been a campaign resource. We have to think of the worst case scenario and prepare ourselves for
the worst, while letting Mr. Bush know that Nicaragua is willing to participate in serious formal
dialogue with the United States to normalize relations. Q.: On what terms? Ortega: Security issues.
We must focus on aspects of security, without pre-conditions, and not Nicaraguan domestic
questions. We do not seek involvement in the domestic issues of the United States. Q.: Would you
have a direct dialogue with Mr. Bush? Ortega: This is the Nicaraguan government's preference,
and we will maintain this position. We have already indicated our willingness for dialogue with
the US government when Bush assumes the presidency in January. Q.: Was Bush's victory a
disappointment? Ortega: No, I do not feel disappointed. I have already explained that the problem
in the United States, regardless of whether Bush or Dukakis won, is in waiting to see if the new
president will maintain the commitments acquired by the Reagan administration in the past eight
years with the mercenaries, the counterrevolution, the escalation of hostilities against Nicaragua, the
embargo against Nicaragua. In short, all [the Reagan administration's] efforts and actions. It is not
going to be easy for...Bush in the event he is willing to pursue a realistic policy. Q.: Dukakis was not
considered a lesser evil for Nicaragua? Ortega: We did not perceive the race as between a greater or
lesser evil because one must take into account the fact that Democrats and Republicans in the US
Congress recently approved funds to continue the bloodshed in Nicaragua. The Congress approved
the so-called humanitarian aid, military aid for the contras, in such a way that we are faced with a
policy by a Congress comprised of Democrats and Republicans that has ceded to the policy executed
by President Reagan in Central America. In this sense, a victory by Dukakis was not a lesser evil.
The fact that had promised publicly to cut funds to the contras did not necessarily mean that he
could have fulfilled the proposal. Q.: Do you believe that now the Democrats are going to continue
their policy of support, or will Bush have a different situation to deal with regarding the contras?
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Ortega: I believe that the Democrats logically do not wish to continue the same Reaganist policy.
They have their own strategy vis-a-vis the Nicaraguan revolution directed at weakening rather than
strengthening the revolution. It is a different strategy from Reagan's. But both would have the result
of debilitating the Nicaraguan revolution. I ask myself if a consensus between the Democrats and
Republicans on Nicaragua will develop. We will have to wait and see. Q.: Do you see a difference
between the new government and the Reagan administration? Ortega: Mr. Bush's new government
will have to take into account the experience of the past eight years during which Bush himself was
a participant.., a part of that policy...that has failed. I do not believe he will commit the blunder of
repeating a policy that has been tried and failed. Q.: Do you believe that relations will be normalized
under Bush? Ortega: Mr. Bush, as president of the United States, does not have the commitments
that Reagan had with the counterrevolutionary project. Q.: How is Nicaragua going to withstand
more US pressures in the midst of the chaos provoked by Hurricane Joan, when your economic
reserves already total less than zero? Ortega: We have moral reserves that will never be less than
zero. Q.: Political leaders in this country met at the US Embassy to closely follow the US electoral
process. Is there something you wish to say to the opposition after Bush's victory? Ortega: ...The
Reagan policy is practically buried. New processes will have to be created in the relations between
the United States and Nicaragua.

-- End --
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